WOW 100 – Girl Guides Centenary Event – 
Saturday 17th July

Many ringers have been Brownies, Guides and pack leaders in their lifetimes.  Many still are, or have young ones in their families who are actively involved in the Guiding movement.  So it came as no surprise to be invited by Girlguiding Essex North East to take part in their Centenary celebration day.  
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Some of our helpers, from l-r Vicki Bennett, Gill Sparling, Dave Culham, Steve Cheek, Katie Dunmow, Valerie Darkins, Alistair Donaldson and Charmaine May

The event was called WOW100 and the idea was for all guiding members to have a chance to celebrate their centenary without the guiders having to organise and run any of the activities.  All members from Rainbows aged from 5 to Trefoil Guild members - no upper age limit - were invited to attend.   The guest list was be made up of their ambassadors and people in the community who actively support them and promote them.
There were over 3,000 visitors brought to the event at the Tendring Showground in a convoy of 50 coaches, and girls could take part in a multitude of different activities ranging from jazzercise in the main arena; parachute games; a display by True Colours Majorettes Juniors and Seniors; Priors Studio Street Dancing; Curtain Call Theatre Workshop; together with a Punch and Judy show; circus skills; caving; water painting; crafts and of course the Mini Ring and handbells. 
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Wendy Godden, assisted by Jane Belsham, working her own particular brand of ‘lapping’ magic with some eager participants

It was a very windy day which made using the mini ring particularly challenging, and the whole day was definitely an exercise in going with the flow, but that’s what makes these events such fun.  There were so many young people all in one place at the same time with only one thing on their minds – fun!  While we weren’t actively trying to recruit, some of the older girls did find the mini ring and hand bells really interesting and took away leaflets and information sheets, telling them how to find out more.  We also gave information to pack leaders, so if they would like to arrange a follow-up visit to a church, they will be able to do so.

While we were there, I gave an interview to DJ Bushra, who broadcasts a show on the 1st Sunday of every month on saintfm 94.7, called ‘The GENE Radio Show’, Girlguiding Essex North East’s very own radio show http://www.saintfm.org.uk/listenlive.html.
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Wethersfield ringer and Guider, Esther Pilgrim (right) and friends Lian Milbourn (Left) and Erin Gore (Middle) – Esther is a dab hand on the mini ring, and actually ended up as an impromptu helper – thanks Esther!

Janet Edwards also introduced me to Bob Russell, the MP for Colchester, who said that he found the mini ring absolutely fascinating.  He had never seen anything like it before.  Bob is seriously committed to the welfare of the three Colchester churches with ringable peals - St Peter, North Hill; St Leonard at the Hythe and All Saints, Shrub End.  We had quite a conversation about the social and ringing welfare of each of the parishes which fall in EACR’s NE District.  He came back to see me later on and we exchanged business cards with a view to arranging taking part in some forthcoming display opportunities, so that’s something else exciting to look forward to.
So again we had a very busy day, which took lots of organisation over a long period of time, but was ultimately extremely rewarding.  I must extend my thanks to Julie Down and Janet Edwards from Girlguiding Essex North East for their help in getting us there and their very kind donation towards EACR’s funds.  Thanks must also go to the merry band of helpers which came from across three different EACR Districts including Alistair Donaldson; Vicki Bennett; Angie Pannell, Katie Dunmow, Valerie Darkins; Allan and Maureen Cansdale (all from Northern District); Wendy Godden; Charmaine May and Jane Belsham (all from SE District) and Gill Sparling; David Culham; Steve Cheek; Anne Turner (all from NE District).

Tracey Southgate

Public Relations Officer

20th July 2010  
