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“I took part in the 

London 2012 Open Weekend challenge”
St Martin’s Bell Tower -  Basildon 

24th-25th July 2010

“Someone from the Council mentioned it to the Rector, who then promptly gave me all the forms the fill in”.  That’s how St. Martin’s Basildon tower captain Roger Hobson describes getting involved in the London 2012 Open Weekend Challenge.
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The iconic glass tower of St Martin’s, Basildon

To bell ringers from across Essex, who are members of the Essex Association of Change Ringers, trying to attract new recruits to the exercise is nothing new.   The London 2012 Discovering Places Weekend was another excellent opportunity.  It was decided to open the tower to welcome visitors from 10.00-13.00 on Saturday 24th July and from 14.00-17.00 on Sunday 25th July 2010.
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St Martin’s tower captain Roger Hobson (right) with visitors Ralphie Cowen and Susan Nightingale – their friend Cathy King was downstairs 
watching a demonstration)

The Basildon team of bell ringers put on an exhibition about the history and art of bell ringing, took visitors on a tour of the tower and right up to see the bells.  Visitors were also encouraged to have a go – the challenge part behind the weekend.  
Quite often, members of the public are absolutely fascinated by the science, the sights and sounds, the heritage and rich social life which accompanies bell ringing and leave enthused.  It is hoped that they are then encouraged to take up bell ringing as a hobby and service to their local church and community. 
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Roger showing Susan the ropes
There are many misconceptions about bell ringing, there is a shortage of bell ringers, and chances are there is a church somewhere near you that needs your help.   If you are up for the challenge of learning to ring in time for the London 2012 Olympics, to find out more, try the following:-
· Visit a church where you can hear the bells ringing

· Look for posters in church porches which give details of ringing practices and contact details

· Visit eacr.org.uk

· Contact EACR’s Public Relations Officer, Tracey Southgate Tel: 01255-507357, Email: pro@eacr.org.uk
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Members of the Basildon ringing band from l-r John Harpole, Rector Esther McCafferty, John Whitt, Julia Fry, Roger Hobson and Tony Lowe



Essex Association of Change Ringers

Registered Charity No: 292250

President: The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford
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