Essex Association - 57th Annual Dinner

Our Annual Dinner at the County Hall in Chelmsford on Saturday 1st October came at the end of a sweltering week.  It was good to enter the dining hall knowing that the air conditioning was fully functioning, with temperatures in most parts of the county having been up in the late 70’s all week.  Mind you, with attendance this year increased dramatically, the room soon became very warm indeed.  So our posh evening wear was set off with rosy cheeks all round and that was before we had even had a drink.

We enjoyed a fabulous three course meal washed down with some excellent wine or beer if preferred and the dining room was abuzz with old friends and new eating, drinking and generally making merry.

Our guest speakers this year were our new President, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford accompanied by his wife Rebecca together with Kate Flavell, President of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, who was accompanied by her husband Paul.
After the meal, our Master Brian Meads ran through some of his personal highlights of the year.  He was particularly pleased with the higher numbers at this year’s dinner due to the hard work of our recently created Social Committee.  They have been a driving force behind the advertising and ticket sales throughout the year, and this new strategy appears to have paid dividends.  Brian thanked the Committee Members Andrew Brewster, Janet Edwards, Vicky De-Vries, Dorothy Morgan, Hilary Donaghue, Wendy Godden, Heather Rayner and our Hon General Secretary Vicki Chapman.

Brian also went on to say how much he had enjoyed being invited to different events in each District and had particularly relished the Kirby-le-Soken Christmas Dinner - which actually turned out to be a curry.  He had also enjoyed being just an ordinary helper in Heather Rayner’s group at the EACR Training Day last autumn.  He said it was good to see some of our younger ringers taking on some of the teaching responsibilities. 
As our Master he was also invited to the rededication of the work at Kelvedon after all the initial problems with the installation.  The ringing room has now been decorated and a warm welcome awaits any visitor.  He had also attended the dedication of the augmented peal at Ridgewell, and again encouraged everyone to visit.  Besides these two projects, there are more to come in 2012 and ones to watch are Willingale and South Ockendon.

Brian then went on to talk about the Essex Ringing Course and some particular milestones that had been reached.  He thanked Yvonne Towler for her hard work over a period of 11 years in coordinating all the helpers.  David Sparling had completed 20 years as a course tutor during 2010, and both Anne Bray and Liz Rayner had completed the 10 year milestone during 2011.  They were all presented with commemorative certificates in recognition of their respective contributions.

He was also grateful to the members of the Rules Subcommittee including Colin Chapman, David Sparling, Mary Bone and Andrew Brewster for their efforts over quite a lengthy period.  EACR’s new rules, formally adopted at our AGM in May this year now ensure we have a set of governing principles which are bang up to date, and relevant for the times we now live in.

Striking competitions had been a bit of a mixed bag this year.  For the Ridgeman Trophy held at St Mary le Tower in Ipswich, David Sparling had organised the band and the Essex team had been placed 3rd.  In the Essex Trophy, our band was organised by Brian and came 6th at St. Albans.

Brian said that to some, the Church can sometimes be difficult to relate to and idealistic.  However, he encouraged us to bring to mind our own parishes and the people that we live with in our communities, those we worship and ring with who make our local churches come alive.  Our churches offer us companionship, security, stability and comfort.

Replying on behalf of the Church, Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford began by quoting from the poem ‘Oranges and Lemons’.  The "Oranges and lemons" of St Clements refer to the citrus fruits unloaded at the nearby wharves he told us.  "You owe me five farthings" at St Martin’s relate to the moneylenders who traded nearby.  "Bulls eyes and Targets" of St Margaret’s refer to archery which was practised in the nearby fields and finally "Brickbats and Tiles" refers to the bricks and tiles used by nearby builders.
So with all this local relevance, the Bishop wondered if there might be an Essex alternative.  “Ford cars and camper vans” say the bells of Dag-en-ham perhaps?  The Bishop asked what else bells mean to our communities?  Bishop Stephen has been the Bishop of Reading in his past, and one day he went to conduct a wedding at St Nicholas Church in Newbury.  He said it was a lovely sunny day, and everything appeared to be well with the world.  Then he was approached by a woman who had recently moved in to a house nearby.  Her language could only be described as colourful and she remonstrated with him about the sound of the bells.  ‘Can’t you shut those bells up?’ she asked.  The Bishop explained that it’s an English tradition and the ringing would only be for a short period.  ‘Can’t you turn them down then?’ she asked.  It occurred to Bishop Stephen that this woman had no idea that the bells were rung by individual people and not a computer.  He said he would take the woman to show her what it was all about.

He then recalled an incident at Forest Hill in South London where he had served as curate.  There was a single bell, tolled for services by an old man.  In the congregation there was a young boy who was blind, and he longed to ring the service bell.  But there was no way the old man would let him.  However, he began to realise how much it meant to the young boy so he let him have a go.  The boy has never looked back, and has now developed a life-long love of ringing.  

Bishop Stephen asked again what bells say to us.  They speak between one generation and another; they speak of kindness; generosity and thanksgiving.  Since his installation as the 10th Bishop of Chelmsford last year, he has really discovered what the bells say and what they mean to our local community.   He thanked each and everyone one of us for our work in helping the church to reach out to those who have lost their connection to the church.  May the bells of Essex continue to ring loudly their message of joy, generosity and welcome he said.

Kate Flavell proposed a toast to EACR and in doing so quoted Joseph Chamberlain who had once said ‘shall we let them enjoy themselves a little bit longer, or shall we start the speeches?!’  Kate said how nice it was to be back in the county as her late father had lived in Wivenhoe, just outside Colchester for many years, so this brought back many happy memories for her.  He did conveyancing as a living and would often tell her stories about chains of house buyers with up to 10-11 properties in the chain.  There was one particularly story where the couple at the bottom of the chain almost had to pull out because they couldn’t afford the final £1,000 for their part of the legal fees.  Kate’s father came up with the idea of suggesting that each buyer in the chain put forward £100 to help them reach their target thereby avoiding the entire chain collapsing.  This thinking outside the box and having personal knowledge of so many people and being able to assess the location situation whilst bending the odd rule here and there could easily apply to us as ringers.
It neatly ties in with the role of the CCCBR, with its need to be up to date with local issues year on year, trying to ensure that each county has the best training, governance, and recruitment opportunities possible.  Kate congratulated EACR on often being at the forefront of some of those initiatives.  She also commended our Council Representatives who are elected by us to seek advice and to help us implement it if necessary.  Equally our Council Representatives are in the best possible position to inform us of what services the Council can provide for us.  There are currently 2 CCCBR recognised ringing centres in Essex, and it is the CCCBR’s view that societies should be encouraged to run these themselves.    Kate also referred to the Ringing Foundation, of which Brian is Chairman.  The Foundation was formed to encourage the recruitment, training and teaching of new ringers.  

Kate said that since becoming President she had quickly learned that everything was her fault, but concluded by saying that the CCCBR could always do better and is only as good as its member associations and Council Representatives.  As one of the more pro-active societies, she hoped that EACR members would support our neighbouring guilds with high quality advice if it is requested.

Brian went on to say that he had done a bit of research on our guests and had found out that Bishop Stephen had in fact started out his life of service at Leigh on Sea and had somehow found the time to publish 38 books!  Brian also recalled his first peal with Paul, Kate’s husband which was at St Margaret’s in Leicester back in 1980, so that made him feel rather old!  

Right at the end Brian went on to mention another one of our special guests; Wendy Godden.  Wendy had served EACR for 34 years as an independent examiner.  She has retired from the role now and was awarded Life Membership at our AGM in May.  John Tipping the other independent examiner, who had served alongside Wendy for many years, was also meant to be a guest at the dinner but was unfortunately not very well.  However, John sent his very best wishes to all.  Brian said that there aren’t many people in Essex who don’t know Wendy and what a little whirlwind she is!  She has also done a fabulous amount of work for the Guiding movement.  He presented her with the Life Membership certificate and she was applauded loudly.
The balmy evening concluded with a raffle which generated £235.00 for EACR’s Bell Restoration Fund.  So thanks to all those who generously supplied prizes and also to those who dug deeply in their pockets on the night.  We also enjoyed some tinkling on the ivories by Hilary Donaghue as she played some well known folk tunes.  Our guests were presented with gifts by way of a thank you for putting up with us for the evening.  All in all it was another fabulous evening, so if you weren’t there you definitely missed out! 
Tracey Southgate

Public Relations Officer

4th October 2011

Essex Association
Great Holland, Essex

All Saints

Saturday 1 October 2011 in 2h 50 (15)

5040 Double Norwich Court Bob Major
Composed: Nicholas J Parkes

1 Yvonne A Towler
2 Terry Earle
3 Anne R Bray
4 Neil V Avis
5 Michael A Mills
6 James L Towler
7 Paul A J Bray
8 Alan P Mayle (C)

For the annual Flower and Harvest Festival. On Association Dinner day.
Essex Association
Great Baddow, Essex

S Mary V

Saturday 1 October 2011 in 2h 55m (14-1-13)

5152 Lincolnshire Surprise Major
Composed: Simon Humphrey

1 Stephen A Waters
2 Mary Bone
3 Jon Waters
4 Susan J Rothera
5 David E Rothera
6 Fred J P Bone
7 Colin F Chapman (C)
8 Brian G Meads

On Association Dinner day. 100th for the Association: 3.

Essex Association
Mistley, Essex

St Mary

Saturday 1 October 2011 in 44 mins (10-3-2)

1260 Grandsire Doubles
1 Clare Turner
2 Vicky De-Vries
3 Frances Hill
4 Dave Culham (c)
5 Ian Culham
6 Tracey Southgate

On Association Dinner day

