Northwest District Striking Contest
Saturday 27 October
The 2012 Northwest District Striking Contest for the Stan Clark Call-Change Trophy took place on Saturday 27 October on the restored ring of six at Willingale.  There were five bands competing which made for a great contest.

Not only was this the first contest to be rung on the restored bells but for many of the ringers this was their first contest, so naturally there was a tension in the air.  
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Ringers on the new ringing floor are clearly visible from the nave floor thus enabling those waiting to ring or having rung to watch other bands perform.
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Anxious ringers wait their turn
Throughout the contest there was a great atmosphere as ringers mingled, chatted and enjoyed a scrumptious tea.  But mainly the discussion was about how well the bands might have performed.
Bands waited with bated breath for the results.  The judges commented favourably on the overall quality of the ringing and the bands listened intently to the judges’ detailed feedback which all bands found very beneficial to their ongoing development.  
The final results were:

Saffron Walden

21 faults

Willingale Friday

26 faults

Willingale Wednesday
26½ faults 
A closely matched outcome to a wonderful afternoon.  The trophy was presented by District Master Roger Collins.  The two Willingale bands particularly enjoyed and benefitted from the contest.  It gave us a target to aim for and show those who have encourage and tutored us the fruits of their efforts.  The development of the Willingale ringers is in a large part due to the support that we have had and continue to receive from so many people in EACR and NW District – we thank you all.  
Special thanks are due to Fred and Mary Bone for judging the contest and being so helpful and fulsome with their comments on each band’s ringing. 

The rules of entry for Stan Clarke Trophy are designed to encourage bands containing some less experienced ringers and the contest is an excellent target for bands to practice for and then participate.  The Northwest District would like to see more bands participating so do look out for the date and venue of the 2013 context.
Peter Tottman

