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Essex Ringing Course 2011
14th-16th April

Thursday 14th April dawned in Essex and the unthinkable was happening – it was raining!  After all the beautiful weather we had enjoyed in the run up, surely we were not going to be drowned out?  We need not have worried; the damp start soon passed and gave way to the bright, warm weather we had recently become accustomed to.
[image: image2.jpg]



All Saints, Terling where there was a church yard clear-up going on when we caught up with them

The twelve groups on the 21st Essex Ringing Course covered topics from Call Changes; Bob Doubles and Minor; Grandsire; Kent and Oxford TB Minor; Stedman and Plain Major.  We were also pleased to welcome a new tutor this year.
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A spot of bother with transferring hands from the sally to the tail, as illustrated by Steve Nash in his group

Optional lectures and activities this year ranged from change ringing on handbells; how to develop good striking (which was encouragingly packed across the three sessions); raising and lowering a single bell; calling touches of doubles and minor; health and safety in the tower (which had some gruesome pictures of real ringing accidents – not to be repeated, hence the lecture!); understanding and calling call changes; place notation; maintenance of bell frames and fittings; belfry jargon; running an effective practice; rope-sight and tips for learning methods.  There was something for everyone, regardless of their individual skill set.
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Now if I call 2-3, what does the ringer on the 4 need to do?  Liz Rayner’s understanding call changes lecture, 
with playing cards and clues

We also ran a session called ‘Ringing isn’t Cool’ which helped ringers identify the misconception that the public tends to have about bell ringing and what we can do as individuals to challenge that when we have visitors in our belfries or have occasion to give talks or demonstrations.  It also aimed to get across the reasons for needing particular skills in order to run a successful recruitment campaign. We had a bit of a brain storming session afterwards to share ideas and experiences, which everyone found helpful.
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Here’s some that I made earlier – Adrian Semken with 
a selection of ringing hardware for demonstration 
during his belfry maintenance lectures

Our guest speaker on Thursday evening was Roger Booth, a Trustee of the Charmborough Ring and a Director of the Ringing Foundation.  The mini ring was made by Matthew Higby originally for use at the RW Roadshow at Newbury, with a view to selling it afterwards.  The Charmborough Trust was formed to raise the money to buy it, and it now uses the money raised by hiring it to pay for storage and rent costs.  
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Anyone for a cuppa?  Jill Smales (Henham), Pat Chapman (Witham) and Sue Stephens (Witham) who kept us fed and watered 
– thanks ladies

Covering a subject close to my particular heart, Roger went on to explain how society is changing and seems to be less focussed on the more traditional aspects of village or town life, than it was say 30 years ago.  In that respect people don’t attend church as often as they did, if at all.  So we should not just rely on people coming through the church doors in order to attract their attention to ringing.   We have to take ringing out to them to show them what it is all about, and the Charmborough mini ring (and others besides) is ideal tools in order to facilitate this.  Why not take a mini ring to the Lakeside Shopping Centre in Thurrock he implored?

Roger went on to tell us about the events the ring has been used for, from the London Marathon to the Thames Festival where it was loaded and rung on a tug boat up and down the Thames from the O2 Arena up to Westminster.
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The magnificent Medieval stone screen inside St Mary’s, Stebbing – there are only two more such stone screens known; one in Great Bradfield and the other in Trondheim Cathedral, Norway

As students progressed nicely in their chosen methods on the Friday, we all met back at the Honywood School in Coggeshall for Friday evening’s buffet supper.  After we had enjoyed the fabulous selection of cold meats, salads and plenty of nice desserts, the fun and games began.  Course Tutor Bryan Morrissey’s parent’s Michael and Anita hosted the evening.  We had some lateral thinking kind of anagrams pinned to the walls and we had to guess the well known phrase or saying that they represented.  We then had some team games and a kind of fast paced Pictionary game where a team member had to draw a clue and everyone else had to guess what the answer was.  The winning team was the one which completed all their questions first.  It was certainly a good evening’s entertainment which encouraged old friends and new to get to know each other a whole lot better.  We also established who couldn’t draw very well with hilarious consequences.  Off we trundled home after a late night, with the students all determined to make sure they finally nailed those touches of doubles, minor, triples or major that they had been working towards.   
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Nice raffle prize Jo, although I’ve got my eyes on the 
chocolate bunny Easter eggs myself!

Saturday’s lectures and practical sessions followed and we all headed back for the closing session which incorporates the now traditional Bell Ringer’s Question Time.  This year’s panel was made up of Heather Rayner, Steve Cheek, Liz Jones and Joanne Rutter.  The theme of recruitment seemed to be everywhere and questions abounded on this topic.  ‘How about offering a ringing lesson as a prize in a church draw’ was one of the suggestions.
The course officially closed with an excellent touch of Kent TB Major rung on handbells by Brian Meads, Anne and Paul Bray and Matthew Rayner.  

The 2012 Course will run from Thursday 12th to Saturday 14th April.  The prospectus will be published in December 2011, so do keep a look out on the website and the EACR Newsletter for details on how to apply for a place.
Tracey Southgate

Public Relations Officer

Essex Association of Change Ringers

Kent County Association
Crayford, Kent

St Paulinus

Sunday, 17 April 2011 in 0:42 (11-2-15)

1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Brenda Barton
2 Rachel Backhouse
3 Sue Cameron
4 Cathy Cheeseman
5 Mark Backhouse
6 Andrew Sinclair
7 Rupert Cheeseman (C)
8 Len Morley

Rung before the Palm Sunday Confirmation service and with thanks to Roger Collins and the helpers on Group F of the Essex Ringing Course.
1st Grandsire Triples; 3.

